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“Give a voice to young Europeans”, this is our 
principle. We believe that the workshops we 
organize all over Europe are just one way to 
give students a substantial role in Europe. We 
therefore decided to additionally offer them the 
opportunity to write this Manifesto.

Commonly, such a document is a public de-
claration of aims as issued by a government,  
political party or a movement. This European 
Youth Manifesto is the voice of the young Euro-
peans. It has been written freely by students 
from seven countries. It gathers their opinions 
and views about what is going wrong in Eu-
rope and how to make our continent a better 
place in the future.

In order to focus efforts on issues that really 
matter to young people we organized a poll 
and asked about 350 students which topics 
they consider most important for the future of 
the European Union. Out of the 20 possibili-
ties we suggested, they selected the following 
10: Human Rights, Culture, Education, Em-

ployment, Energy, Environment, Immigration, 
Language, Security and Violence & Crime.

The next step was to find the writers of this 
manifesto, the students who would become 
the messengers of their European fellows. 
We therefore invited the winners of all writing 
contests we organized through our “My Eu-
rope” Workshops. We then divided these 30 
students in ten working groups (one group for 
each topic) according to their preferences and 
making sure that the three members of each 
group have different nationalities.

Every group then drafted a chapter of three to 
five pages about their own topic. In order to 
do this, each student dealt with one sub-topic 
directly related to the main topic of the group. 
We let the students write about whatever they 
considered to be important. The only condition 
we set was to present at least one specific 
problem, as well as to suggest young and 
innovative solutions in order to solve this or 
these problem(s).
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I am glad that I accepted the patronage of the Zukunftsrat’s international youth project “My Europe” 
in 2011 because it places trust in young people with fresh ideas. It is now encouraging to see how 
many of them have gained new perspectives by talking and writing about European topics. 
This helps to show the important role young people play in shaping the future of our Union. I con-
gratulate all the authors of the “European Youth Manifesto” for this comprehensive and rich contri-
bution to the debate on what that Union should look like.

I have always been eager to hear directly from citizens about their dreams and wishes for Europe‘s 
future. That is why I am holding Citizens‘ Dialogues across the EU. And I am interested in the voice 
of the young generation. It is they who will shape the Europe of tomorrow.

Next year will be decisive. At the European Parliament elections in May, voters will have a real 
choice on what kind of Europe they want. It is important to use this chance. I appeal in particular to 
the many young people who will have this opportunity for the first time.
The manifesto clearly shows that you have a lot of good ideas. So, challenge your candidates for 
the European Parliament, encourage a debate ahead of elections and hold people to account af-
terwards. That is what democracy is about. It is taken for granted at local and national level. It must 
also become the norm at European level.

European institutions and decision-making processes have to become more democratic and trans-
parent. After all, more and more decisions that affect people‘s lives directly are taken at European 
level. At the same time, people need to know about their rights, as you mention in the manifesto. 
We must improve young peoples‘ knowledge of Europe and their rights as EU citizens. This will 
enable them to take full advantage of the benefits Europe has to offer – and to help determine its 
future course.

Youth is a time when all dreams look achievable. Victor Hugo said: “There is nothing like a dream to 
create the future.” Let‘s do both – have a dream and make it a reality – for Europe.

Viviane Reding
Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Justice,  
Fundamental Rights and Citizenship

Foreword  
Viviane Reding
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Foreword 
Prof. Manfred Pohl

To speak about Europe to Europeans is not enough. We also need to listen to them. And this is 
particularly true concerning the youngest voices. Indeed, they are the frailest but yet most important 
ones for our future. The authors of this European Youth Manifesto – today aged 15 to 22 – start rai-
sing their voices, and their generation’s voice will grow stronger every day. In fact, they are the ones 
who will have leading positions by 2030 and will determine our common future in Europe. 

We certainly need a new generation of leaders in politics, business and society who respect 
human rights, protect the environment and fight corruption. We need new role models who tell 
the truth, accept diversity and tolerate differences. And we need leaders who act in line with their 
principles. 

The youth of today wants a different, better Europe. They want unity, truth and well-being for citi-
zens. But they have no lobby. That is why the Frankfurter Zukunftsrat started the youth initiative “My 
Europe”. We wish to encourage teenagers to express their visions and hopes for the future. We 
want to offer the youth a platform where they can exchange ideas and get prepared for their pro-
fessional and personal lives. 

We believe that Europe is all about exchange, cooperation and communication between people. 
This is what the authors of this Manifesto experienced while writing their calls for action; and they 
certainly came up with highly captivating claims for our common future in Europe. This Manifesto 
shows what is important to them, what their concerns and their hopes are. In order to build the 
best possible future, we need to pay attention to them.

Prof. Manfred Pohl 
Founder and CEO
Frankfurter Zukunftsrat e.V.
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Human Rights

The need for an international legal framework on human rights arose largely in response to the 
massive destruction and loss of human life, as well as other social processes and upheavals in the 
first part of the 20th century. It is also a result of the development of international law. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 by the newly established United Nations became 
the essential blueprint for all subsequent legal treaties around the world. 
The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union is such a document, which, in addition 
to the basic human rights, shows how the thinking on human rights has evolved and now includes 
aspects of human existence that would have been unconceivable a century ago. 

I.  Protecting European citizens from the  
dangers of the Internet

Most people in Europe have access to the Internet and 
use it very regularly. Social networks occupy an im-
portant part of the time people spend connected. This 
importance is bound to grow more and more in the next 
few years, as the Internet will be accessible to more and 
more people, with the development of 3G, 4G, smart-
phones, tablets or connected watches. That is why data 
protection should be a priority for all Internet users, and 
therefore for all governments. 
However, few countries have made it clear they want  
to make data protection a priority, over the country’s 
attractiveness for web companies or inhabitants’ surveil-
lance. The European Union is one of the few institutions 
to have made a statement regarding this set of priorities. 
This is one of the sectors in which the EU seems to 
be ahead of other powers such as the United States. 
Despite this good orientation, Europe could do more to 
protect personal data.

1.  Force social networks to warn users on how  
their data will be used

If you delete a picture from your Facebook profile, it 
will no longer appear on your “wall”, but Facebook will 
keep a copy of it in its data base. The same rule applies 
to “friends”, personal information or “likes”. What does 
Facebook do with it? 

They use it to choose which ad they are going to display 
on your Facebook profile while you are connected. This 
is called “behaviourally targeted advertising”. This use 
of personal data does not respect European law, as it 
clearly states that “the user has to unambiguously con-
sent to any use of its data, after being properly informed 
about the specific form of use”. Facebook could object 
that all users have accepted the company’s “terms and 
agreements”, but agreeing to such policies can hardly 
be called an unambiguous consent. 
That is why we demand that action is taken on a 
European scale, to force Facebook to “unambiguous-
ly” announce to all users to what purpose their data is 
going to be used. This would be the equivalent to the 
“Smoking kills”-inscription on all cigarette packs: “All 
data entered on Facebook will be used for commercial 
purposes and will never be completely deleted from our 
data banks”. This would imply a change in European 
institutions, as the EU should have authority to exercise 
executive power. Such a measure would not only help 
protecting European citizens’ personal data, but would 
also help reinforcing the feeling of belonging to the Euro-
pean Union, for individuals as well as for entire countries.

2.  Create a European school programme to prevent 
cyber bullying

Teenagers are connected. They use social networks 
such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or YouTube and 
are also very sensitive to matters concerning their cyber 

Suzanne Angliviel, France 
Davide Cannata, Italy
Smaranda Vedrasco, Austria 1
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life. On the Internet they feel like they can be anyone 
they want; they feel more powerful, they feel older and 
they feel as if they had no limits. To some extent this can 
be a good thing. Such feelings as limitlessness though 
can also apply to bullying. When teenagers sit behind 
their screens, they do not know how much they hurt 
their victims with simple words, and that is the reason 
why cyber bullying can get extremely painful and dan-
gerous: According to the American Center for Disease 
Control, bullying victims are 2 to 9 times more likely to 
commit suicide. 

In order to help children and teenagers make the best of 
their cyber life, we ask for a European school program-
me to raise awareness of the dangers of the Internet. 
This programme should be held in primary schools, 
middle schools and high schools. In primary schools, it 
should consist of a discovery of the Internet and its po-
tentials as finding out information or learning in a different 
way. Consequently children will discover the web with 
the help and guidance of a trained adult, who can also 
warn these pupils of the existence of child abusers and 
scams on the Internet. During middle school, preven-
tion of cyber bullying should be emphasized, and the 
Internet should also be presented as a way of study-
ing efficiently. Finally, high school programmes should 
raise students’ awareness of the dangers of putting too 
much personal data on social networks. This program-
me should also be conducted for parents, as they are 
often not aware of the existence of such problems or do 
not consider the possibility that their children could be 
victims of cyber bullying. 

II.   Right of social protection:  
Towards a European Welfare State 

To guarantee human rights means to give every citizen 
the possibility to have a secure and valuable life, as 
stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 
“Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to so-
cial security and is entitled to realization, through national 

effort and international co-operation and in accordance 
with the organization and resources of each State, of the 
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his 
dignity and the free development of his personality.” 
Therefore governments are forced to guarantee social 
protection as a fundamental human right. Considering 
that having a welfare state is one of the main peculiari-
ties of the European way to think about democracy, the 
European Union should, in the near future, make more 
changes to the constitution in order to protect the social 
rights of its citizens.

1. European Welfare Department

In view of an economic crisis, governments are obliged 
to cut expenses. As a result, social security is often one 
of the first chapters to pass under the axe of economic 
austerity. If civil rights are not threatened by financial mar-
ket rules, it seems that politicians and common people 
are keen to trade their social rights in exchange for a 
supposed GNP increase.

The creation of a European Welfare Department could 
protect the citizens in the countries with the weakest 
economies. Moreover, it could be a good solution to 
help stopping crises, because economically well-protect-
ed people are keener to purchase. The money for the 
department could be collected through a direct income 
tax over European citizens and it would be redistributed 
through the protection of workers, the support for the 
unemployed and the help to families and maternity. A 
united Europe will not fear the crisis and will always be 
able to guarantee social rights for its citizens. For these 
reasons we suggest EU to establish a joint welfare 
department.

2. European Employment Agency

Nowadays every European country has its own system 
to help employment. That means that people who are 
applying for a job are only able to contact the enterprises 
inside their national borders. At the same time the job 
market has become more international and corporations 
operate on a global scale. Language barriers are also 
getting thinner every day with an increasing number of 
people able to speak English.

The qualities and the expertise of a job-seeker could 
find their best collocation in another European country 
that is not one’s own. At the same time enterprises 
would have more opportunities to find the best workers 
if they can contact people all around the EU. That is 
why, in order to protect one of the basic social rights, 
the right to work, we want to create a common Euro-
pean Employment Agency in substitution of the national 
ones.
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3. European Citizen Income

The citizens’ income is a powerful means to guarantee 
every person’s economic rights. By now only some 
of the EU member states give their citizens minimum 
wages.

We suggest that in the future the European Union 
should be in charge of the distribution of every European 
citizen’s income which naturally would have to be done 
in proportion to the living costs of the different countries. 
The implementation of a regulated European Citizens’ In-
come would also have the positive side effect of making 
people feel that the European institutions do not only ask 
for sacrifices, but they also take care of their people and 
of their rights. In our opinion it is important that on its path 
to unification Europe stresses its social and civil values 
more than finances and that the different institutions are 
able to make common people aware of this process.

III. Freedom of press and right to information

Most inhabitants of the European Union take many of 
their fundamental rights for granted. They regard all the 
freedoms and rights defined in the “Charter of Funda-
mental Rights of the European Union” as a matter of 
course and seem certain that in every democracy the 
citizens must be free to challenge, question and protest 
against the authorities. Unfortunately though, in many 
countries this is still the population’s dream and the 
government’s nightmare.

According to the “Press Freedom Index by Reporters wi-
thout Borders” three of the worst examples concerning 
press freedom within the European Union are Greece, 
Hungary and Italy.

1. Greece

In a process that has been taking place for years the 
country that is globally known as the birthplace of de-
mocracy has turned into one of the most corrupt states 
in Europe. Neither the term “press freedom” nor the 
contents of the “Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union” seem to be known by the government. 
Lately some journalists have taken the liberty to mildly 
criticize the government, parties and ministers. The con-
sequences they had to endure were threats, suspensi-
ons, and even court trials. In their latest move to silence 
the journalists’ voices, the Greek government has even 
shut down the biggest state broadcaster “ERT”, using 
the Financial Crisis as an excuse, and consequently 
deprived the population of a vital channel of informati-
on that they are legally entitled to (as stipulated in the 
“Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union”). 

The broadcaster’s news anchors in particular protested 
heavily, refused to leave their workplace and called this 
action a “direct blow to democracy”.

Since the Greek government is trying to make everything 
about the Financial Crisis, we suggest the European 
Union does too. Possibly the only way the Greek 
government will make efforts to improve press freedom 
in their country is if the EU imposes mandatory condi-
tions. For example, future financial aid from other mem-
bers of the European Union should only be provided 
if the Greek government commits to spending a given 
percentage of the money received on the improvement 
of press freedom. The first measure taken with that 
funding could be the reopening of the state broadcaster 
“ERT”. Furthermore they should implement stronger laws 
to protect journalists, who, as a consequence, will help 
keep Greek citizens informed and let them participate in 
trying to save their country from financial collapse.

2. Hungary

It seems like a long time ago that Hungary was associa-
ted with extraordinary post-communist development and 
cultural life. Lately the term that comes into one’s mind 
when thinking about this strongly criticized state is cen-
sorship. By changing the Hungarian constitution, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán has been able to introduce very 
restrictive media laws. They regulate not only television 
and radio but also newspapers, internet sites and even 
foreign media available in Hungary. Basically, the media 
companies and politicians get to decide what journalists 
write about and hence deprive people of their freedom 
of expression. Journalists known for their “unbalanced”, 
“insulting” coverage or “articles with objectionable con-
tent” can be charged with fines up to 750,000 € or even 
be suspended. 

What should concern all Hungarians is the way their 
children are now growing up. They do not have the 
possibility to read articles critical of their state and 
government but learn to accept everything that happens 
around them unquestioningly, which, sadly, is a strong 
reminder of the Communist times. It is thus more likely 
that the children and youth’s critical thinking will not be 
fully developed and they will mostly grow up with a nar-
row view of the world due to restricted reporting. 

We suggest introducing a radio station or even internet 
site in Hungarian, protected by the European Union 
that should be accessible to all Hungarians and provide 
them with information concerning the Hungarian State. 
It is most important though, that this is done in a direct 
and entirely transparent way so that Hungarian citizens 
can profit from it as much as possible. Ironically this idea 
might make many think of the BBC overseas services or 
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Radio Free Europe provided during the Cold War. This 
fact though only shows how many have benefited from 
it and what big of a difference the information provided 
has made for the population. The European Union 
should also certainly consider appropriate sanctions. 

3. Italy

For many centuries the Roman Empire was a role model 
for every European region in terms of infrastructure, 
administration and a well-developed political system. 
Today though, things look very different. Few people still 
respect Italian politics and even fewer admire them. One 
of the reasons for that is the strong political involvement 
in the media and press industry. The state media, for 
example, are currently mostly under the control of the 
political class and most of the private media is a one-
man-only-business. Hence it has gotten very easy for 
politicians to win their voters through television. They 
simply deliberately do not provide diverse information 
to voters and consequently have a big influence on 
election outcomes. Obviously this is a big problem since 
it destroys the idea of democracy – that every voter can 

make his own independent decision without any external 
influences. The tragic point about this is that it is entirely 
legal in Italy for the judicial and institutional systems to 
interfere in the content of some of the most important 
broadcasters. Should some journalists dare though to 
publish content which is not in favour of the politician 
standing behind the broadcaster they face potential 
administrative sanctions, fines and even possible prison 
time.

What Italian citizens need is for example a TV broadcas-
ter they can trust. Especially during the elections neutral 
information concerning all political candidates would be 
very useful. That way the Italians would get the opportu-
nity to make an entirely free choice regarding who they 
really want to lead Italy. Consequently, someone actually 
considered capable of being a Prime Minister, would 
be elected and not only would the whole population be 
happier but probably even then economy would take 
an upward trend. With some support from the EU, we 
are sure this is an idea that could easily be realized and 
would change the future of an entire state.
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Culture

We want a united Europe. We want that many states with very big differences in terms of culture 
cooperate to achieve common goals. But this is difficult if there is no knowledge of each other. 
Every European country has its own and unique history. Revolutions, wars and discoveries have 
shaped these states and it took ages for their people to identify with their nation. We have been  
talking about Europe and a cultural community only for a few decades. European states have slowly 
united and for the first time they are facing the problem of cultural diversity. 
In order to achieve the economic, political and social European community, we all must look in the 
same direction and rise to the challenge of cultural diversity of individual states. Diversity should not 
be deleted or viewed with distrust. It is necessary to be understood and accepted. 

I.  Promoting European culture with travel  
for young people

Who better than young people have the curiosity and 
openness to travel, to discover, to learn? And there is 
no better way to get to know your neighbours than by 
knocking on their door and introducing yourself. 

Therefore, we believe that Europe has to finance a series 
of trips aimed at cultural exchange and increase young 
people’s awareness of their European neighbours and 
friends. There are already some intercultural projects 
such as Erasmus that allow students to spend a period 
of study abroad. Today, however, not everyone has the 
possibility to pay for this and we want that all young peo-
ple have at least once the opportunity to travel and learn 
about a different culture.

1.  Project: Happy birthday young European

“Happy birthday young European! Are you of age now? 
Are you curious to know your Europe and do you love 
travelling? Good! The European Union has a gift for you!” 
It would be nice to wake up on your eighteenth birthday 
and find an email from the European Union that invites 
you to travel and discover Europe. 

The project consists of a sum in euros, to be set appro-

priately, available to all Europeans at the age of majority. 
This voucher can be used to buy the trip, flight or other 
means of transportation towards one of the European 
countries

2.  Invitation and registration

An email (if not possible, a letter) is sent and informs 
the young person that the European Union put a sum 
of money at his disposal in order that he can travel. The 
email explains the project and refers to a recognized 
European website where the teenager can log in. Once 
registered, the young person can read the first info and 
tips on the states and goals proposed. He must then 
select three states in order of preference and submit an 
application form. 

At the end of each year, a commission or entity spe-
cially created brings together all the accession forms 
and compiles the rankings by sorting them according 
to the month of birth, preferences, educational and 
economic conditions. The first ones on the list are the 
first to receive funds and are able to start their journey. 
After several months, the remaining funds are distributed 
to more youngsters further down the list. Children with 
disabilities, excellent results in school, or under difficult 
economic conditions are favoured. These young people 
are entitled to a maximum bonus while the more affluent 

Alessia Tavarone, Italy 
Bogomil Gospodinov, Bulgaria 
Simona Mihalca, Romania 2
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get a minimal bonus, but they can nevertheless benefit 
from all features of the project. 

3. Stay and follow up

In fact, in addition to the reimbursement of travel ex-
penses, the European Union should put the teenager 
in direct contact with affiliated organisations that will 
host the participant. The EU pays for the journey, gives 
assistance for accommodation and offers the participant 
the chance to follow a free short but intensive course of 
culture and language of the host country. 
When the participant goes back home, he must visit 
the initial website and write a report on his trip and the 
European country he has visited. This can be a good 
way to create a network of contacts among young 
people of the same age who share life experiences in 
different places. It is a good way to expand the idea that 
there are several cultures on our continent. Therefore, to 
maintain or reinforce the unity of Europe, we must carry 
on promoting the knowledge of its cultures.

II.  The hardships emerging European  
artists are facing

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an 
artist once we grow up.” This quote by Pablo Picasso is 
the precise answer to the popular question: What/who 
exactly is an artist? What the saying of Picasso simply 
means is that an aspiring artist is a man who has preser-
ved to a large extent the child’s perception of the world, 
which is pristine and clear. Support for artists should 
always be a priority for the European Union, since they 
play a crucial role in respect to its own cultural develop-
ment and comprehension.

In our opinion, the most serious problem in the EU as 
regards young artistic people is the constant frustration 
created artificially by the lack of adequate support for the 
enthusiastic and gifted youngsters. It is by far no secret 
that there is a serious problem for young people to get 

acknowledged in nearly all spheres of life – finding a 
proper job without previous experience is as difficult as 
popularising yourself as an artist. We firmly believe that 
if certain minor measurements are to be taken into con-
sideration, a great bulk of the hardships currently being 
problematic for the emerging artists would go away for 
good.

1. Establishment of coordinated associations

Multiple coordinated local associations should be esta-
blished, whose aim will not only be the thorough search 
for talented and motivated people, but also the provi-
ding of proper funding for them on their way of proving 
themselves and creating the opportunity to demonstrate 
to the public their workmanship. 
For instance, the organisation and sponsorship of literary 
readings, painting exhibitions, music concerts, theatri-
cal debuts or different kinds of arranged meetings and 
seminars with already acknowledged artists from their 
field will be a good start for a long-lasting and precious 
partnership between young amateurs and more expe-
rienced professionals who are keen on teaching and 
working together with people of their kind.

2. New approach towards education

A change in the educational institutions is required in 
order to prepare not only academics and businessmen, 
but also to boost the creativity of more artistic people at 
young age. Today’s education in most countries world-
wide is mainly targeted at raising working-class people 
and academics for under- and postgraduate studies. 
As we do not claim that this is not working efficiently in 
most cases, we consider it an inappropriate approach 
towards more sensitive and differently talented people 
as most artists are. 

Because of that, we propose the initiation of more 
segmented and individually-oriented school programmes 
which will encourage the career development not only of 
people who are of economic use to society, but also of 
students who one day could be the next Michelangelo 
or Shakespeare. It is not a bad idea to entirely exclu-
de artistically gifted students from the ones who want 
to dedicate their lives to more pragmatic and practical 
vocations.

3. Introduction to European culture

A series of campaigns financed by European projects or 
the private/public sector should be launched to promo-
te and introduce the local and Pan-European culture. 
These campaigns should be simplified and very friendly 
to the audience. Their aim would be to educate and dis-
cipline the interest and curiosity of children towards the 
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culture of the continent and the whole world. It is scienti-
fically proven that children who were constantly exposed 
to highly refined complex music like jazz and classical 
and were listening to novels instead of cartoons have 
more often developed interest in various other areas of 
both science and arts, because of the increase in their 
intellectual capacity due to the highest requirements for 
comprehension of complex music and literature. 

Nevertheless, hardships are something very important 
for strengthening the nature of the artist, so either way 
things should not be made too easy for anyone. Still that 
does not mean that we as a society should deliberately 
hinder the rising generations. What we would really like 
to see accomplished in Europe in year 2030 is a united 
European society appreciating both classic and contem-
porary art and caring for its future.

III. Museum youth programmes

According to a Special Eurobarometer survey, only 11 % 
of people aged over 14 years associate the word “cul-
ture” to museums. Indeed, more and more museums 
tend to become forgotten and avoided by the young 
part of the population. New generations experience 
everything from a more digital point of view. And that is 
worryingly as these museums are culture in its purest 
form, history of people, the valid place for an informal 
education. 
Thus, what we intend to do is the creation of a broad-
scale project that will revive both the interest and the 
standards of museums, focusing on projects addressed 
to the youth.

1.  Involve young people in the organisation  
of expositions

Children can be a part of their community through volun-
teer work at a museum. By doing so, they will become 
familiar with what the institutions have to offer. It would 
also be a good opportunity to set up a large platform of 
creative young people, on whose ideas and desire the 
governments can later rely. An exhibition organized by or 
with the help of young people would be target-oriented. 
In return for their help, the volunteers will get reference 
letters, diplomas and even free merchandise articles 
from the museum.

Museums must always think beyond their collections, 
beyond what is there and think what else they could 
have or do. They have to struggle to become a social 
place, where the exhibitions become of interest. This 
way, museums become places of cultural exchange, as 
a basic site of civic dialogue that holds the basis of any 
community.

2. Create a European Museum Platform

The essential thing to do is to create a massive Euro-
pean Museum Platform that will attract young people in 
all countries through different experiences and projects, 
which will then be compared, allowing them to discover 
more of Europe and realize what their place is in the big-
ger puzzle. Through shared projects, video conferences 
and exchange programmes, children and young adults 
can become part of the museum circuit.
In order to do that, we could host treasure hunts through 
museums, creativity workshops of journalism (thus crea-
ting a newspaper magazine), workshops of visual arts 
and movie nights.

3. Introduce new technology to museums

It is not enough to see museums as a place of artefacts. 
They have to adapt to technology, show the interactive 
and interesting part of what they own, propose chal-
lenges, make children discover and want to discover 
the hidden knowledge of their treasures. It is our belief 
that education and culture can be developed through 
interactive software. There is nothing more appealing to 
children and young adults. And is there a better way to 
do make children curious through a competition? This 
way each country could represent itself on different 
domains, through games that will appeal to their know-
ledge of all fields. Not only will this increase the flow of 
young people who come to museums, but it will also be 
an incentive for them to study and learn.

Although the impact of video gaming on academic deve-
lopment is still not proven, museums can provide unique 
opportunities for tomorrow’s youth to exercise their 
gaming skills and satisfy their expectations for immersive 
narrative. Through this we can expect not only more 
engagement with museums but within the community or 
even on a global scale, representing a unity of museums 
alike.
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Education

Education has always been one of the most essential things in the history of humanity. Therefore 
we strictly believe that it will play an important role within the future of Europe, and indeed the future 
of the world. We consider education as an ongoing and important process in one’s life. As a result, 
it is essential to reform education systems regularly in order to make them as efficient as possible.

I.  Higher morals and better quality education

The public education of today was designed for a diffe-
rent age. Nowadays, almost every child and teenager 
goes to school and spends most of his day there. We 
should therefore try to adapt the educational system to 
a current European context and insist on its importance 
by selecting better teachers and creating lessons highly 
related to daily life. 

1.  Importance of education

Nowadays, a frightening number of young people are 
not convinced that education is important. They listen 
to songs and watch films in which the main characters 
have become rich and famous (today’s idea of a suc-
cessful person) by wrongdoings like selling drugs, ste-
aling, corrupting and so on. Consequently, many young 
people’s “idols” are people who have not earned their li-
vings by going to a university and by studying hard. How 
could it be that almost no one knows who last year’s 
Nobel Prize Award winner in the field of Chemistry was, 
but most of us know upon which days the matches of 
the UEFA Champions League are played? How long 
will our countries advertise themselves primarily by their 
athletes or singers and not with their success in science 
and the people responsible for it? 

We suggest that the governments and the private sector 
invest money in much more initiatives aiming to make 
that not only young sport and musical talents are famous 
in their schools and communities, but young scientists 
also. We suggest that all schools in the EU introduce 
competitions like “Young scientists of the month” or 
“Best project of the month done by a teenager”. The 

winners of these competitions could be rewarded with 
really nice prizes and a documentary about how they 
achieved their success. In this way, more students will 
take notice of the winner’s success and will realize that 
being a good student can be very beneficial and well-
rewarded.

2.  Educate the educators

In our opinion, all EU countries should follow the model 
of Finland and not let people with less than a Master’s 
degree be eligible for a teacher’s job. In Finland it is 
harder to become a teacher than to get into a medical 
or law school! By elevating its education that higher, 
Finland is proud to state that its teachers and students 
spend less time in school than in any other country of 
the EU and still provides the best education in the EU, 
which is proved by the PISA (Programme for International 
Student Assessment) rankings from their launching in 
1997 to present times.

It is our responsibility to make teaching a competitive, 
prosperous and a desirable job. It is a problem that 
teachers do not have the respect of students, because 
students assume “Why should I listen to you when you 
earn so little?“ or “You, teacher, knowing so much, why 
don’t you have a bigger house and a shinier car?”. In a 
research study done by the European Commission in 
the end of 2012, teachers‘ salaries have been reduced 
or frozen in a growing number of European countries. 
If the teacher’s profession is not made more attractive, 
very soon most of the countries in the EU will be lacking 
teachers to educate their young people. Bearing in mind 
that the EU is already in lack of professionals in many 
areas of the labour market, fewer of those, coming out 
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of our schools, would mean more unemployment and 
more skilled newcomers from outside the EU taking the 
high-paid jobs.

3. “Problem? Let’s solve it!”

According to Eurostat, the EU is experiencing unprece-
dented numbers of people getting divorced showing that 
the divorce rates per 1000 residents of the EU doubled 
from the year 1970 to 2009. According to another study, 
the EU contains 6 of the 10 countries that are most 
exposed to suicide. Where are our minds? Who teaches 
today’s teenagers to be well-rounded? It seems that 
whoever it is, it is not working. 

It is high time that schools introduce a new compulsory 
subject about what is right and what is wrong. It could 
be called “Problem? Let’s solve it!”. In a course like this, 
there could be topics about everyday situations like con-
versation between a father and a son, dinner with the 
whole family, having an argument with your classmate, 
what is the meaning of life, etc. The teacher’s job would 
be mainly to raise questions and to make the students 
think “Am I acting in the right way by shouting at my 
mother? Is behaviour like this going to bring any good 
for any of us?” or “Why does my friend’s family get along 
with each other better than my family?”. Of course, there 
are questions that do not have just one correct answer, 
but overall, our main purpose should be to occupy our 
children’s minds with thoughts about how to be good 
human beings, and distract them from the current ones 
like “How many people liked my new picture on Face-
book? Should I subscribe to Lady Gaga’s new Youtube 
channel?”. We believe that if we stress our youth’s 
attention on being good to each other, every one of us 
has the brain capacity to find the right answer to any 
moral question or everyday situation and become better 
residents of our human society and our current host (the 
Earth). 

II. Education as a way to harmonize Europe

One problem of the educational systems in Europe is 
that they are not effectively reaching the goal of unifying 
the continent through mutual understanding and toleran-
ce. They should be harvesting polite curiosity with regard 
to any feature that some European cultures possess, as 
well as courteous interest in any “European” problem. In 
reality though, the feelings which come across are of a 
rather narrower perspective: the perception about other 
European countries is paved with a curiosity which is 
hardly “polite”, for it does not always come with a spirit of 
acceptance or tolerance; as for the courteous interest, it 
is present but only on a national level, dictated by politi-
cal correctness more than by a sense of solidarity. 

Such being the situation, the social ideal of unifying the 
European community on a personal rather than just on 
a national level is not reached—many of the European 
people do not see themselves as such; they only ack-
nowledge themselves based on their nationality. Thus, 
the concept of mutual understanding is scarcely present 
and tolerance is hardly a matter of course.

1. Improvement of formal education

The solution to these deficiencies could be a small 
change in the core curricula of compulsory education, 
a change which would add some courses on European 
culture and civilization (folklore, legends, customs, tra-
ditions and beliefs, historical personalities, etc.), as well 
as on the internal and international relations Europe has 
established or means to establish (courses which would 
basically be lessons on democracy, diplomacy and 
international teamwork, a trio of forces which is working 
together to reach common well-being). 

Other useful changes would be the expansion of the 
complementary courses on the history and geography 
of particular European countries. These courses would 
provide insight on both the material and spiritual being of 
a nation, for a nation’s psyche is shaped by its surround-
ings and by the actions of its predecessors. 
Similarly, optional language courses other than the “tra-
ditional” ones would be useful in order for the students 
to get better acquainted with the less popular European 
countries and cultures. Also, knowing at least the basics 
of a few more languages besides the one(s) traditionally 
studied at an advanced level could be very useful for 
personal development and as a means to reduce the 
language barrier issues within Europe. 

These measures would offer a sense of understanding 
on a national as well as on a continental level. Knowing 
one’s background means knowing Europe’s background 
and, as a result, it implies knowing the background of 
each country encompassed by European borders. The-
se procedures should also stir a feeling of tolerance due 
to the early and prolonged exposure of the European 
citizens to the differences among themselves, as well as 
a spirit of kinship within the European family.

2. Supporting individual efforts

Another solution would be the popularisation and ex-
tension of programmes such as the Lifelong Learning 
Programme (LLP). This type of education promotes 
inquisitiveness and openness. It is a most effective way 
to raise awareness of European issues, as well as en-
courage the nurturing of the European spirit by facilitating 
the individuals’ direct contact with other sister states. 
Therefore, this kind of programmes should become 
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available to any European who is interested in self-edu-
cation and who is desirous to see a Europe built on trust, 
respect and common hopes for a bright future. A good 
partnership though would probably be one between Life-
long Learning (or a similar programme) and the language 
centres and institutes, as they act to promote their coun-
tries’ languages and cultures to interested people. These 
people should be supported in their efforts by receiving 
grants or some other type of funding in order for them 
to get in direct contact with the studied languages and 
cultures at their core, in their respective countries. The 
results of such a partnership are that the people involved 
broaden their perspectives, improve their linguistic skills 
and become valuable assets for their community, and 
therefore for Europe.

The long-term results of these solutions should be the 
surmounting of culture shock within Europe, as well as 
the minimising of linguistic and historical barriers, thus 
leading to tightly-knit European relations. The national 
identity of each state would not be forgotten – they 
would preserve their individuality and have it acknow-
ledged by the other states, but frame it within the larger 
concept of the European spirit, of their common ancestry 
and, hopefully, common legacy. 
Let us frame difference into a European context and 
become a model of understanding and of the social edu-
cation which paves the way to such understanding.

III. Role of Online Courses in Education

Online courses offer people the opportunity to study 
lessons on the internet and to pass interactive exams. If 
the online-student passes these exams, he is offered a 
diploma. However, the main problem is that employers 
and society look at this in a rather skeptical way; such a 
diploma of an online course is simply not much respec-
ted. However, we do believe that the option of an online 
course is particularly good for people who are willing to 
make an extra effort, for people who do not have the time 
and means to attend full-time classes at university and 
who nevertheless would like to extend their knowledge. 
We have a few solutions to promote online courses and 
to strengthen a European information society.

1.  Convincing companies to sponsor  
Online Courses

We believe that if big companies support and sponsor 
online courses, both people and companies can benefit 
from this. We think that Online Universities should create 
classes sponsored by companies. These companies 
would direct the universities on the materials of the 
course. The company would then offer a job to those 
who pass the course. This will create a skilled worker 

specifically for a position in a company. Teachers will 
take a backseat in these courses. They will offer one-
on-one help and help people work collaboratively. These 
teachers will be more of a guide than true classroom 
teachers. Therefore, it would be a huge plus for both 
people and companies in Europe.

2. Fighting fraud by stricter rules

We think that one of the main reasons why Online Cour-
ses are not favoured, is that a lot of people are getting 
scammed by fake companies which offer online courses 
in exchange of diploma. But as soon as people deposit 
cash into these companies’ accounts, they immediately 
shut down their website and run off with the money. 
Therefore, we believe that the European Union should 
put stricter rules, and maybe a commission which would 
approve and give an approval to the websites that offer 
online courses. After an approval, the commission would 
give permission to the online course websites to display 
a „stamp“ certified by the commission in order to indicate 
whether the website is trusted or not. As a result, people 
can safely take such courses. They would therefore 
be more popular and would become one option of the 
European education.

3.  Convincing governments to promote  
Online Courses

We believe that Governments are the main establish-
ments who can persuade and make people look into 
Online Courses instead of traditional educations which 
occur in actual schools. This would be beneficial to both 
people and governments because in the future, the po-
pulation of Europe will be much bigger than today. 
Indeed, it is estimated that in 2030, Europe‘s populati-
on will hit to 740 million (currently 500 million) – which 
means that a lot of people will need access to educa-
tion. Unfortunately, due to the current economic state of 
Europe, the situation could become worse, and therefore 
Governments might need to lower the budget set for 
school buildings and education. As a result, education 
standards could decrease while the number of students 
per class could increase. To avoid this, governments 
should promote online courses, for both the benefits of 
Europe and the people.

4. Using better and more efficient advertisements

We think that the current advertisements for online cour-
ses are simply not enough. There are a lot of people who 
are not aware of online courses. 
Therefore, by increasing the quality and quantity of such 
advertisements, people would know better what the 
advantages of online courses are. Therefore, they would 
be more tempted to use them.
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Employment

One of the most important and, therefore most debated themes in Europe is employment. We are 
convinced that having a job is essential for the well-being of European citizens. It does not only 
guarantee that one can cover the costs of daily life, it also gives fulfilment and sense to one’s life. 
Considering the importance of employment in a material and psychological way, we picked three 
subtopics which we think are vital for the future of Europe: youth unemployment, employment gap, 
and helping new businesses. 

I. Youth unemployment

5.560 million young people (under 25) were unemployed 
in the European Union in July 2013. The consequences 
of youth unemployment are not only wasted capacity 
and lost productivity. It also increases public spen-
ding and, in the long-term, diminishes tax revenues. 
Instead of referring to its youth as a lost generation, the 
EU should immediately try to find effective solutions to 
resolve what is probably the most urgent issue at this 
moment.

1. Matching the skills required by the labour market

We firmly believe that high schools and universities have 
to form students and prepare them for to the transition 
from school to work. Education must be more closely 
linked to the job market by establishing more educa-
tional opportunities such as internships, training pro-
grammes and apprenticeships. This would ensure that 
graduates are being taught the necessary skills during 
their schooling.

Each university should be able to rely on a network of 
professionals from companies and industries (both priva-
te and public sector) to collaborate with, in order to offer 
more professional opportunities to students.

Many countries have already introduced these program-
mes and they seem to work well. Some examples are 
Germany, Austria and Denmark whose unemployment 
rates are among the lowest in Europe.

2. Social inclusion 

We would like to underline the importance of youth 
participation in decision-making processes at all levels. 
Being encouraged to be active citizens and to partici-
pate in society, young people will not feel excluded and 
useless. Long-lasting and frequent engagement and 
participation in youth organizations brings high soft-skills 
development. Among the six skills most demanded 
by employers, five are also among those developed 
through involvement in youth organizations: communi-
cation, team work, decision-making, organizational skills 
and self-confidence.

Young people should also receive career-guidance, 
coaching and support on how to efficiently make use of 
their skills in recruitment processes and better present 
the experiences and competences gained.

3.  Making the right investments and  
implementing flexicurity

We believe that increasing investment in innovation, 
research and development, public services, “green” 
production and services are important tools for creating 
jobs and stimulating sustained economic activity. Europe 
is undergoing a major economic crisis, but austerity 
measures will not resolve the situation. Studies have 
shown that up to 25 million more people in Europe are 
at risk of poverty by 2025 if governments continue with 
austerity policies. There are lessons to be learnt from 
deep cuts made to social spending in Latin America, 
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South East Asia and Africa in the 1980s and 90s, where 
it took 20 years to recover. Furthermore, if no invest-
ments are made in innovation as well as research and 
development, Europe will no longer be competitive on 
the international market.

Another measure could be the implementation of the 
flexicurity model, first experimented in Denmark in the 
1990s. It is a combination of easy hiring and firing, 
ensuring flexibility for employers and high benefits and 
security measures for the employees. This must be 
combined with training to increase job mobility. Social 
security policies of course need to assure mobility and 
the creation of jobs, otherwise flexicurity will not work 
correctly, but it will only increase unemployment.
Finally, to increase the employment and mobility of 
young workers, governments should allow reductions on 
labour taxes for employers hiring workers under 30. We 
believe that these types of aimed measures would be a 
first step in resolving youth unemployment.

II. Employment gap

One highly important issue in the employment affair is 
the generation gap: not only young workers have trouble 
finding a job but older ones face the same problems. 
Moreover, it is obscure and disgusting when we call 
the Western world the most enlightened, tolerable and 
democratic part of the world and at the same time make 
a salary-difference based on gender. 

1. Generation gap

We take Austria as an example: Even though Austria’s 
overall employment rate is high and the unemployment 
rate is the lowest in the entire EU, the employment rate 
of older workers is significantly below EU average. It 
is very important that the job market becomes more 
attractive for older people because of the demographic 
change that makes our society older and older. Often 
younger workers have the advantage to be taken by an 

employer because they focus on the younger class of 
jobseekers nowadays. As a consequence, it has be-
come even more difficult for older people to stay in their 
profession or to find a new job, and a sort of “old age 
unemployment” has developed. 

So the question is: How can we stop this trend? As a 
good solution we see a predetermined number of rather 
old workers in each firm, organisation or factory. This 
number would depend on the size and significance 
of the institution or working place and the selection of 
these workers would depend on their former jobs and 
qualifications. However, these workers would not focus 
on manual work; they would rather teach their younger 
colleagues on the basis of their practical experience 
in the appropriate field. That is how employers could 
use the older workers’ experiences in the areas they 
are trained for and the elderly workers could exercise a 
profession at the same time.

2. Gender gap

The employment rate of Austria is the best in the entire 
European Union with 4.8 % of unemployed people. 
However, the Republic of Austria has the third highest 
gender pay-gap in the EU and one of the highest shares 
of part-time work among women. Even though many 
women’s rights activists and other human right’s activists 
reckon that in a European, enlightened society in the 
21st century a pay-gap cannot be tolerable, nothing is 
done to change the situation. 

We demand legal equality for salaries and wages every-
where where the female sex is deprived in any form of 
jobs or remuneration money. This is the only possibility 
for a rather fair society because salaries are paid for 
qualification and experience and not for your sex. 
To come up with part-time work affair, women often 
fight with missing nursery schools for their children. It is 
necessary to create more day-care-centres and nursery 
schools in order to eliminate the problems of part-time 
workers. However, these nursery schools cannot be 
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planted like trees. Therefore we would like to talk about 
a project rising in Germany. There, unemployed women 
get training as kindergarten teachers. Doing that would 
be, like it is called in German: beating two flies with one 
swatter. 

III. Helping new businesses! 

Because of technological development and because 
companies cannot afford certain specialists, many peo-
ple are left behind on the labour market. Instead of wor-
kers, companies use computers, robots and machines, 
which do not need a pay-check every month, consume 
fewer and fewer energy with each new generation, are 
smarter and rarely make mistakes. With the great reces-
sion in place, companies find more and more ways not 
to recruit new people. 

1. Integration of young people in the job market

One of the solutions to this problem might be the integ-
ration of young people in the job market. Let‘s say there 
are 10 lawyers who have just graduated from university 
and have no job. And no companies are looking for 
lawyers. 

We could create a new initiative. First, we could unite 
those 10 law graduates and help them to create their 
own company. In the beginning of this business, several 
experts (could be from EU institutions) might help them 
to become more familiar with the practical part of the 
job. Thanks to the EU funds, the company would start 
easier; it would provide cheaper services and be more 
competitive among other companies on the market. The 
first orders of this company might also be funded by 
the EU or serve some of its needs, to help it start and 
to help the graduates learn. In this way the students will 
have a great chance to develop themselves and will 
surely give all their hard work and energy to prove it. The 
potential of the young will be very useful for the whole EU.

2.  Do not let the suburbs and regional  
crafts disappear!

How can we resolve the problem of unemployment in 
the suburbs and, at the same time, not cause problems 
in the cities? We could start with something familiar. 
Most of the economic problems today are not resolved 
with completely new policies but with better-used known 
policies. For example, if we know what a particular 
region is really good in, we already have some starting 
point. If this business, craft or skill is developed to its full 
potential, there might be no reason for people to seek 
a job in some big city. In the suburbs there are so many 
wonderful crafts that only few (and in most of the cases 

older) people know. If they could teach them to a small 
group of interested young people who search for a job 
and a way to make a living, the disappearing job would 
survive and this person would no longer be unemplo-
yed. The money needed for such a project would not 
be much, since we talk about a type of small business 
startups. The young people would have the opportunity 
to find a job and in the same time to preserve a craft that 
is about to disappear. 

One of the problems with this solution is that not many 
people in the particular country would want to buy 
something that is part of their own culture because it 
will be familiar and not so interesting. But for people in 
other countries this is something new and exciting. For 
example in Bulgaria, people make “Martenitsi”, which 
are small pieces of adornment, made of white and red 
yarn and worn from 1 March until around the end of 
the month and are believed to bring health, luck and 
well-being. For Bulgarians this is something known and 
not so interesting, but it could be very interesting for 
someone in another country. The same thing could be 
done with national crafts of other states. This is a way 
to resolve both the problems of unemployment and the 
one of disappearing jobs. Of course this would not solve 
the unemployment problem in the entire EU, but it is a 
good way to start. If young people see the opportunity 
to start a business using their national crafts, they might 
see the same opportunity for other skills and products. 
And in this way, they could create the needed jobs.
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Environment

Europe is facing environmental problems because we think that we can use natural resources 
without thinking of consequences and without respect of nature. We should be more considerate 
of the way we live.
The steady increase in world-wide population reduces available green areas to make way for con-
struction and causes negative consequences to the ecosystem. Cities expand, buildings become 
taller, basic needs and consumption are constantly increasing while natural resources are scarce. If 
it keeps going this way they will be used up soon.
We have some basic needs we cannot live without such as eating, drinking or using light. Never-
theless, we can change the way we meet these needs planning greener cities, recycling more or 
learning how to respect the environment through our daily life.

I. Architecture

The European Union should legislate that until 2030 all 
construction companies have to construct environmen-
tally-friendly buildings according to European directives; 
carte blanche to engineers and architects providing that 
the respect of specific requirements is guaranteed.

1.  Use sustainable natural resources for the  
construction of houses

Buildings should be erected with less cement. Natural 
materials such as wood, straw, reed and others must be 
preferred. They would guarantee energy saving, a good 
ability to withstand earthquakes and allow temperatures 
inside to be cool in summer and warm in winter. The 
use of wood for this purpose should not lead to a wide-
spread deforestation but manageable use of forests: to 
cut trees for wood but also to plant them again (following 
the Finnish model). Otherwise, in addition to the damage 
to the natural balance, we will not be able to use wood 
for construction much longer.

2. Make cities greener

As the necessity of places to build will reduce green 
areas at street level, roofs should become spaces for 

gardens. Gardens can also be envisaged on the walls of 
buildings, thereby pursuing many aims: embellishment, 
more greenery and insulation. 

We should also build more skyscrapers because buil-
dings with more floors allow putting up more people in 
fewer buildings, thus saving space for green parks, trees 
and sport fields to improve the balance between const-
ructions and green areas in urban centres and suburbs. 
In order for cities to be self-sufficient when it comes to 
energy, it will be necessary to supplement it with real 
wind-farms, solar-farms and plants for the production of 
energy from water and organic materials. High-rise roofs 
could be used for this kind of installation.

In other words, we should take advantage of the sky and 
other inexhaustible natural resources in an environmen-
tally-friendly way. 

3. Water

We think that houses must have water purifiers so that tap 
water is drinkable and plastic bottles can be abolished. 
Moreover, the purifier should be connected to a water 
recycling system that will allow the use of water, which 
some people waste, for alternative purposes such as sup-
plying the toilets, the heating system or to irrigate gardens. 
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These purifiers must be provided also for restaurants, 
cafés and other shops: in this way, water in the opened 
bottles does not have to be thrown away, because it will 
be put in the purifier and will be ready to be reused. 
Moreover, we should replace plastic bottles with glass 
jugs and underground tanks should store rain water that 
will be used to supply local gardens when it does not 
rain for long periods or as some German people already 
do, for bathroom use and in washing machines. 

II. Increase recycling

Recycling helps to provide for necessary resources 
needed in industry. At the same time it prevents the 
destructive side effects of finding and extracting different 
resources to the environment. Supporting recycling has 
other important economic and social benefits: economic 
growth, innovation, employment and easy access to 
critical resources. When we look at all these positive be-
nefits, recycling projects must definitely be paid special 
attention to in European and global politics.

1. Electronic equipment

We can reuse electronic and information technology 
equipment waste, such as phones and computers. 
Electronic waste contains harmful chemicals like mercury, 
which can contaminate water. Any working devices should 
be refurbished and resold, while anything not working 
should be disassembled and broken down into the basic 
components, which can then be sold to manufacturers.

2. Self-generated electricity

We imagine a hybrid car in our garage with self-genera-
ted electricity. We think of a community that has appro-
ximately 20,000 cottages that use houses’ garbage to 
make energy. It is really possible to provide energy this 
way; let‘s make an example: when garbage decompo-
ses, it emits methane gas and we can use it to provide 
energy for 20,000 houses.

3. Reuse rubbish

We think that it is really important to create some fac-
tories that utilize rubbish to produce energy, heat and 
fertilizers. Harmful and unrecyclable rubbish will reach 
landfills (whose number will lessen because the amount 
of waste they should contain will be reduced) and waste 
disposal plants. 

Moreover, people should furnish their home choosing 
from new creations of some designers that employ natu-
ral or eco-friendly materials such as old sofas or chairs, 
old and tarnished objects to create new sofas, utensils 
and pleasant furniture.

4. Reward system

People who recycle all their rubbish could be dispensed 
with the payment of some taxes or again, tins and bott-
les could be used to pay for public services like trans-
port or document issues. In the very near future, this 
type of projects could become reality with the support 
of the EU in order to create a greener, safer and more 
habitable world.

III. Think ‘green’ in schools

1. Photovoltaic system

We want every school in Europe to lower the cost of 
electricity-usage. Let’s think about schools with a pho-
tovoltaic installation on their roofs. Every time students 
pass the entrance hall, they can see on a monitor how 
much power the system has already generated. It would 
be a really good and positive feeling to know that our 
schools only use alternative energy. In that way, it is 
possible to save tons of CO2, because they only need 
the sun to convert sunlight into electric energy.

In addition, photovoltaic systems will have a long-term 
benefit: they will increase countries’ energy security, 
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reduce pollution, lower the costs of the climate change, 
and keep fossil fuel prices lower.
The problem is that the cost of these photovoltaic sys-
tems is very high and for most schools not achievable. 
Because of these high costs, the EU must support eve-
ry European school, so that by 2030 they all will have 
reduced their energy consumption.

2. Paper waste

Another problem in schools is the waste of paper for 
books, exercise books and documents. Every student 
gets his own books at the beginning of the school year 
and buys many notebooks and sheets of paper for dif-
ferent subjects. The point is that nobody seems to think 
about the thousand tons of paper that are thrown away 
each year, most of them not even used. We therefore 
suggest that at the end of the year, books could be sold 
to students who will do exactly the same class the fol-
lowing year (as it is already the case in some European 
countries) so that less paper will be wasted. 

Teachers could also send more information by email. 
Using computer programmes to share information, to 
prepare class tests and lots of other things, schools 
could save money to buy the photovoltaic system we 
mentioned above and that will allow to lower other costs 
and to save money for alternative uses (e.g. improve 
teaching quality, invest in a new gym, research, etc.)

The EU member states must guarantee legislation to in-
centivise this so that the population will want these types 
of houses and schools, because they will be aware of 
the benefits for them and for the earth.
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Immigration

“Remember, remember always, that all of us, and you and I especially, are descended from immig-
rants and revolutionists”, said Franklin D. Roosevelt once, and all together he could not have been 
more right. Immigration – it is just a simple word but at the same time one of the most discussed 
topics in the entire world. 1.7 million people decided to immigrate into the European Union in 2011, 
and why would one even be surprised, considering that it is one of the most modern, liberal and 
democratic places on our planet – heaven on earth as some might call it.

However, it seems like the number of immigrants is growing from minute to minute and the immig-
ration system by far is not optimized, since immigrants partly still have to face inhuman conditions 
and have to struggle with unfair treatment by internationally well-known agencies. Although there 
still has quite a lot of work to be done, we know that with enough future oriented-determination and 
open-minded behaviour the European Union can deal with every challenge and overcome the last 
obstacles on our way to the realisation of the European dream. 

I. Have the Human Rights been forgotten?

Noting with deep regret that even though protection of 
human rights is a fundamental value of the EU, many 
irregular immigrants (those who lack legal status in a 
transit or host country because they have entered a 
state without authorization or entered legally, but then 
lost permission to remain) among the 8 million that are 
illegally living and working in the EU, have to face inhu-
man conditions. 

We want every member state to be able to provide an 
asylum seeker of any kind with essential goods such as 
an accurate amount of food every day, clean water and 
a bed to sleep in. Immigration removal centres must pro-
vide a high standard of facilities. These will include librari-
es, formal education classes and access to on-the-job 
training. The centres will also provide primary healthcare 
facilities, equivalent to those available in the local com-
munity plus dental, optical and mental health services.

1. Jurisdiction problems

Until now, there is no international law instrument to 
decriminalize the “hunger refugee”. One can be granted 
with the right of asylum only if one has been subjec-
ted to racial, political or religious harassment and not if 
any catastrophe made it impossible to appease one’s 
hunger. This problem can only be solved if a juridical 
differentiation of an economic refugee and a hunger 
refugee is officially acknowledged. 

Furthermore, the European Agency for the Management 
of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of 
the Member States of the European Union (Frontex) has 
often been criticized in the past for lacks of transparen-
cy, such as the missing of necessary control concerning 
the appropriate and humane treatments of immigrants. 
The international organization Human Rights Watch 
even claimed in 2011 that Frontex was “transferring 
immigrants to known abusive conditions of detention“. 

Benedict Winkler, Austria
Clara Hachmann, Germany
Marilou Rouja, France 6
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To solve this problem, we must carry out the establish-
ment of an independent agency in charge of regional 
observers all over the world, who will report on Frontex’s 
work regularly to the European Commission. Of course, 
it must be ensured that this agency stays a hundred per 
cent independent.

2. Lack of information and report

Concerning the lack of information and report in the 
European Union, one of the biggest issues might be the 
absence of agencies providing the EU with accurate 
numbers and data about the daily amount of immigrants 
that enter the EU. 
We urge to found an independent organization that pro-
vides the EU with accurate numbers and statistics, thus 
helping the European Commission being more aware of 
the situation. However, it is inevitable to foster common 
talks about immigration issues to make this possible.

II.  Are immigrants condemned to be  
discriminated against?

One of the most common deplorable states of affairs 
when it comes to immigration is certainly the discrimi-
nation against immigrants. Countless people have to 
fight economic and social prejudice in their everyday life 
and in most countries it is just getting worse from day to 
day. Obviously, the negative image concerning immig-
rants in people’s minds has a reason: It is not a secret 
that certain political parties find it quite practical to use 
immigrants and foreigners in general as scapegoats for 
almost everything bad that the state has to deal with. 
Unfortunately, this problem can never be fully solved; 
however, it is without any doubt possible to improve the 
situation.

1. Integrate the immigrants

When it comes to integration of immigrants, we should 
not forget about the younger generation, the children of 

people who immigrated into a country. These boys and 
girls are everything but unimportant: they are among all 
other immigrants the ones who are most likely to stay in 
the country the longest, so they are, just like the children 
of native inhabitants, to a certain degree responsible for 
the future of the country. In most cases though, these 
children have a lot more to deal with than their native 
classmates: they have to learn the language first and 
then try to pick up with what the rest of the class has 
already been doing for a bunch of years maybe. To 
integrate the affected children as early as possible, every 
school in the EU should provide special tutoring classes 
for free, so that the children of people who just immigra-
ted into the country get the same chance as their native 
classmates and have at least the same level of educa-
tion at the end of their schooling as the average native 
student.

Moreover, we believe that it is unavoidable that the Euro-
pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) further 
optimizes already existing anti-discrimination legislation in 
every member state. The EU also has to financially sup-
port the implementation of advanced training measures 
for immigrants such as:

• Mandatory language courses
• Assistance in embassies for the applicants
• Community work for adults
• Social workers at school for younger generations

2. Regular immigrants

Obviously, the process of immigrating to a country also 
brings about huge amounts of administrative work. In 
average it takes at least half a year until an applicant 
finally gets his resident permit and is able to start a new 
life in another country. This long period of time can often 
lead to major difficulties for people when it comes to 
their money and business, so generally spoken to their 
future. Unfortunately this problem is more complicated 
than it first seems. Of course it would be possible for 
every state just to employ many more people who deal 
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with the resident permits of immigrants, however states 
often purposely try to take as long as possible to make 
people leave the state again.

This major problem can only be solved if immigration 
was declared as a topic discussed on an international 
basis in the EU. It would then be possible to distribute 
immigrants evenly in the member states and one would 
not have to try to force them to return by doing such 
things as delaying their receive of resident permit.

III. Negative effects of immigration

We must set up a legal framework in which to systemati-
ze assisted voluntary return when migrants’ applications 
for a residence permit have been turned down. This 
scheme will provide support to individuals and families 
who wish to return to their home country voluntarily. The 
support will include local training and education. Those 
detained in immigration removal centres could leave at 
any time to return to their home country.

1. Economic profitability

It is no secret that the European Union is one of the 
richest regions in the entire world. Obviously, citizens 
of prosperous countries have countless privileges and 

opportunities. One of these privileges is the security of 
a welfare system. Most migration acts are stimulated 
by the hope of being eligible for welfare. After the 2004 
enlargement of the European community, there has 
been a trend called “benefit tourism”. Immigrants from 
rather poor countries like Romania or Moldova migrate 
to older member states in order to take advantage of the 
countries’ welfare system and get healed. They go back 
home immediately after receiving care. This phenome-
non has a huge cost for the hosting society and for its 
taxpayers. 
Since we proclaim immoral to send back people in need 
whose travel proves their despair of receiving care, we 
call for a long-term solution: sustainable finance by the 
European Regional Development Funds (ERDF) to erase 
different standards of living between member states. It 
is when every state will be able to guarantee a minimum 
life quality to its citizens by providing them with modern 
and standardized welfare system that “benefit tourism” 
will stop being a big deal and that the European Union 
will be an even better place to live in.

2. Solidarity of EU

In 2003 the Dublin Convention was replaced by a law 
that would change a lot for the European Union: the 
Dublin II Regulation. It basically determines that the 
member state that was first entered by an asylum seeker 
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has the full responsibility for examining this asylum 
application. However, ever since this law was establish-
ed, it has been causing quite a few difficulties and did 
certainly cause a lack of solidarity between the different 
member states of the European Union. 

To solve this problem, we certainly have to revise the 
Dublin II Regulation. The best would be to set up an 
asylum procedure that establishes the transfer of asylum 
seekers to other member states rather than forcing them 
to stay or sending them back home. Furthermore, we 
have to foster the role of the European Asylum Support 
Office (EASO) and set up a common immigration policy 
that entitles the EASO to communicate with other mem-
ber states and in the following send immigrants to the 
ideal place in the EU.

IV. Schengen 2.0

The city of Schengen is known for one of the biggest 
achievements within the EU. Thanks to the Schengen 
Agreement, people can travel within the European Union 
without passports and without controls at the borders. 
But still, there are borders in people’s heads, borders 
that hinder people from moving from one country to the 
other. To change this, we need a new treaty – “Schen-
gen 2.0” – that helps people to immigrate to other 
countries within the EU.

1. Crisis? What crisis?

Certainly, at the moment many countries have to face 
big economic problems. Unemployment rates stagge-
ring over 25 % of the working population depress people 
and make them criticize the EU and its currency. How-
ever, especially in the north, there are a lot of countries 
with economic strength looking for young employees. 
Thus, immigration between two countries can be a 
solution for both of them. Already at this very moment 
there are Spanish people going to Germany and finding 
good jobs there. Certainly, it is not easy to leave one’s 
hometown. But if people who move from one country to 
another are helped by governments’ sustainable aid, the 
unemployment issue will start resorbing itself and create 
a European solidarity. So the crisis may even be the key 
to bring the people of the EU together and to create a 
stronger European identity. 

2. How can we face these difficulties? 

The good message is that this kind of immigration works 
automatically. The young people from Spain, Portugal and 
Greece for example want to find a job and they are ready 
to relocate for this. However, the EU should help people 
because, as we all know, there are still a lot of problems.

Still, language is the main obstacle for most of the immi-
grants. We need to develop language training schools. 
It should be free from any cost to learn a European 
language and people should be encouraged to learn a 
language, and maybe even be paid a certain amount 
of money if they speak 2, 3 or 4 European languages. 
Language is the key for European integration and for 
successful immigration.

Another difficulty immigrants have to deal with is that 
they get in completely new surroundings, where they of-
ten know nobody and have difficulties to build up a new 
social life. By founding welcoming bureaus (at least on a 
European level) people could encounter other persons 
who are in the same situation as them. The welcoming 
bureaus could also help them find apartments so that 
they do not have to deal with novelty all by themselves. 
This would facilitate the integration in another country 
and even motivate skilled workers still hesitating to re-
start from scratch in a foreign environment because they 
know they will not stand on their own.

Last but not least, there is the problem with transport. 
Certainly, travelling got cheaper within the last 100 years 
and it is obviously by far much easier to get from Ham-
burg to Paris today than 100 years ago. However, it is 
still relatively expensive and complicated to travel around 
Europe. If one wants to take the train from Hamburg to 
Paris, it is not possible to buy a ticket via Internet and 
quite often it can take half an hour when one crosses 
borders, because the locomotive and the personal will 
be changed. To solve this problem, the European railway 
companies have to work together. There should also be 
cheaper or even free tickets, especially for young peop-
le, in order to encourage them to travel around Europe. 
The aim of these measures is to simplify transport  
between countries within the EU and to encourage 
people to maybe even live in another part of the EU. In 
the end it should be just as simple to go from Madrid to 
Berlin as from Madrid to Barcelona. Once this is accom-
plished, there will be more inner immigration and people 
might realize that they belong to something bigger than 
just their own country – the European Union.
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Language

“In varietate concordia”, Romans said. The European Union always believed in that. Languages are 
the clearest proof and the most precious witnesses of diversity in Europe. They are also the effec-
tual reality to describe our identities. It is important in Europe to continue preserving all the existing 
languages which are sometimes in danger; nevertheless, it is also highly important to be able to 
understand each other beyond borders. That is why we want Europe to invest itself both in multilin-
gualism and a global European (neutral) language. 

I.  Bet on the language to create a  
European identity

The European Commission spends about 300 million 
euro each year for translation and interpreters. For all 
European institutions, there are rough costs of 2 euro 
per citizen per year, which is not a lot of money after all. 
Nevertheless, the variety of tongues represents a big 
challenge for diplomats to understand each other and, 
consequently, to come to an agreement without inter-
preters.

The discontent for English as the lingua franca is high 
in Europe. That is due to the fear of a predominance of 
the English culture in the union; George Orwell would 
actually say “if thought corrupts language, language can 
also corrupt thought.”

1. The union language

What is the solution to all this? We dream of a European 
Common Language for institutions and, why not, for 
citizens. We know that in the last 400 years, 200 were 
the attempts to find and create a language able to tie 
nations; Esperanto/interlingua/ido are just a few examp-
les. Esperanto (the one who gives the most “European” 
view) has been attacked in several ways; one of the 
arguments is that it would have suppressed all the other 
languages; another one is that Esperanto would have 
imposed words.

Anyhow, far from being a danger for linguistic diversity 

and bringing an exclusive identity, Esperanto (or a Euro-
pean Common Language) would be the auxiliary langua-
ge, the one that could “help” (that is so) all the minority 
ones to develop peacefully without the mark of being 
“minor and for this reason useless to learn and speak”. 
It could help diplomats to express themselves easily in 
the majority of cases. It could help Europeans not to fear 
a cancellation of their languages and help them to feel 
all equal despite all the different cultures and traditions 
because it does not encapsulate a specific culture. Let 
us write an example: Pietro Bembo wanted to create a 
national common language for “Italians” and the “Italian 
literature” (in that period, just for the inhabitants of the 
Italian peninsula) in Italy in 1525, despite all the regional 
dialects spoken. Today, although Italian is the official 
language of Italy, dialects have not disappeared, on 
the contrary: many Italians are proud of their linguistic 
roots and never stopped preserve them (and not just at 
home!).

That is what we think would happen with a European 
Common Language such as Esperanto: It would be 
an auxiliary language which, from being quite artificial, 
will be placed side by side to all the natural ones and 
become one of them. It will be a language that enables 
neighbours to talk to each other.

2. The European day of languages

Do you know the date of the European Day of Langua-
ges (EDL)? Indeed, this day of plurilinguism is celebrated 
on 26 September. However, even though there are 

Federica Basile, Italy 
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many events all over the continent on that occasion, not 
so many Europeans are acquainted with it.

The EDL was created to promote the richness, alert the 
public to the importance of languages and to encourage 
language learning in and outside schools. Nevertheless, 
what it actually is, does not reflect the gaiety it should 
have. Instead of “celebrating” just through boring acade-
mic writing contests or projects, people should be more 
involved in “full-of-entertainment” events. 

According to us, everyone (or maybe just students) 
should be able to celebrate this day abroad. A free-of-
charge day of travelling should be promoted in order 
to have the possibility to reach a chosen city of the 
European Union where various celebrations take place. 
26 September is still a good date to organise an outdoor 
concert with bands singing in different languages in eve-
ry city, a theatre session where the major plays of every 
culture are performed, a public debate on languages in 
plazas, a dinner with foreign new friends ordering inter-
national dishes in another tongue, drinks at an out-door 
multilingual pub, etc. Excellent students from every class 
could be chosen to be received for a brief period of 
time in another school abroad and to spend some time 
facing the world outside in delight and abandoning the 
idea of languages as obligation.

II.  Language as a key element in  
school education

We do live in the age of global communication. The 
requirement of communication is language. The EU with 
its half a billion citizens who are living in 28 member sta-
tes, officially speaks 24 languages (not to mention all the 
regional and minority languages which include accents 
and dialects). The most widely spoken language is Ger-
man with nearly 90 million native speakers. German is 
followed by English, French and Italian. Many disadvan-
taged groups in society, often do not have the opportu-
nity to improve their language skills. Not every country 

has such a great school education as Finland does. 
Kids should learn foreign languages because it opens 
minds. It enables us to better communicate with each 
other and to express ourselves. When one is moving to 
a different country or region, learning the local language 
would help to be understood and integrate in the local 
community. Learning a foreign language could provide 
one with ways to talk about things that might be difficult 
to express in one’s own language. 

Moreover, knowledge of foreign languages increases the 
chances a good job. And a good job means earning a li-
ving. When one is working in a global company, one has 
to speak foreign languages. One needs to communicate 
with customers and partners. In Germany for example, 
one will not get a good job without being able to speak 
a second language. Many English-speaking schools do 
not offer the opportunity to learn other languages. Their 
belief is that most of the people all over the world can 
speak English, and if not, translators can be used. The 
lack of foreign language knowledge puts English people 
at a disadvantage. For example, if someone is planning 
to study abroad at a university, college or school, he 
will need a good knowledge of the concerned foreign 
language. One language is never enough. We believe 
that when somebody at least tries to learn the language 
of the country he is visiting, he shows a lot of respect. 
People really appreciate it. 

1. Standards of language teaching

Schools remain the temple of knowledge: they should 
be the favoured place for language learning. Unfortuna-
tely, the way foreign languages are taught varies enor-
mously from one country to another or even from one 
professor to another. Standards of language teaching 
should be imposed on a European scale.

First of all, the usual amount of languages to be learnt 
should be common in all European countries, as well 
as the teaching methods. Secondly, children must be 
exposed, even if it is only by listening, to a foreign Eu-
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ropean language from nursery school onwards. Indeed, 
children grasp more easily a language during infancy, 
their ear being always opened. Moreover, we want to 
create one-month-workshops in primary schools called 
“In the shoes of a young...”: schools will host once a 
year one or two interns studying languages in order to 
become language teachers in another European coun-
try. During this month, the interns will make the pupils 
discover their home country and especially its language. 
After all, a language is always associated with a strong 
culture, discovering them together is the best.

2. Language Network of Young People

Another solution could be a social network, connected 
with Skype. German people who would like to learn 
French would be able to communicate with French peo-
ple who are speaking German, same with English and 
so on. We would like to call it: “The Language Network 
of young people” (LNOYP). 

III. Linguistic exchanges

The author J. Jullian once said: “A language which we 
do not teach is a language which we kill. To kill a langua-
ge is a crime”.

Nowadays, the European Union counts 24 official langu-
ages. Within the framework of their schooling, pupils and 
students generally study at the most two languages in 
addition to their mother tongue, and not in the deepest 
way they could. So, how to improve the way langua-
ges are taught by the educational body, but also and 
especially, how to establish a new way of learning them, 
more didactic and playful than a simple pupil learning the 
grammar in front of his teacher ?

1. Enhancement of existing programmes 

We want the Erasmus programme to be extended in 

the European Union. A long stay in a foreign country 
is the best way to learn a language as a supplement 
to learning in school and in college, or even to disco-
ver a completely unknown one. In 2013, France, Italy, 
Spain and Germany constituted the main users of this 
programme. Why so? Young students of the whole 
continent have to be able to be part of it, and not only 
in bordering countries. So, the rest of the European 
community has to invest a lot more into this programme: 
send more students abroad and preferentially in a coun-
try which is not neighbouring. More funds and adverti-
sing for the programme must be brought to today’s least 
benefitting countries, so that this programme is much 
more used by the students. 

Furthermore, Erasmus is exclusively intended for the 
students, thus for the at least 18-years-old young peo-
ple. Nevertheless, it is much more early that the pupils 
should see offered such an opportunity. There are alrea-
dy some programmes developed in this purpose, such 
as the Voltaire programme between France and Germa-
ny, where the pupil spends six months in the family of 
his or her correspondent. Years to come have to see the 
multiplication of this kind of programmes, in countries 
maybe even less close geographically.

2. Languages teaching at school

We want an exchange network for young teachers. 
The teachers could go to other countries and teach 
the children there in their own language. It would be 
quite interesting to have some new teachers from other 
countries in schools in Europe. There should be an 
online index where the vacancies are listed. So that the 
teachers can decide where they want to work and write 
a letter of application. Maybe this would help us to learn 
foreign languages more intensively and better.
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Violence and Crime

Violent actions and crimes are identified as basic disobedient acts that dreadful people do. How-
ever, we should not forget that whereas crimes are usually deeds committed as a response to an 
inner instinct, the same cannot be said for violence.
Day by day, terrible news reaches us through crossfire coming from different media. In 2008 alone, 
police stations across Europe registered more than 20 million offenses.
What does this violence look like? What could we do to reduce it? How can we reduce crime?

I. Youth and violence

Even though it largely projects a clean, polished image, 
Europe, as any other place in the world, is gnawed 
out by crime from the inside. In order to avoid a crime-
plagued Europe, the member states of the European 
Union must focus on developing a unique and powerful 
justice system that will be accessible and fair to all. Most 
notably, it should focus on keeping the younger genera-
tion on the right track. Thus, violence and crime across 
the EU will decrease significantly.

1. Inform young people

Considering that crime can be found everywhere (star-
ting from the suburbs and going into the marginalized 
communities), every state should develop a campaign 
focused on crime and its repercussions. This campaign 
should mainly be performed by experienced police 
officers as well as former criminals who would share their 
stories with the youth at schools and in marginalized 
communities that are vulnerable to crime. 

There should also be programmes that focus on com-
bating crime and encouraging people to stay on the right 
side of the law. For example, a game could be played in 
which there is one criminal for every police officer. The 
youths should be supervised so that when a “criminal” 
cuts a deal with a “police officer”, this officer immediately 
is turned into a “criminal” as well and is vulnerable to 
the other “police members” around him. The ones who 
could not be swayed by the criminals should be given a 

symbolic reward, thus driving home the point of respec-
ting the law. At the end of the game, the campaign de-
velopers should offer pamphlets detailing different types 
of crimes and the appropriate ways to defend ourselves 
against them, alongside telephones that could be used 
only for emergency calls to those in need, or who are 
vulnerable to illicit activities either by those around them, 
or the area they reside in.
In order to reach a deeper understanding of the criminal 
activities surrounding us, the police should also put up 
a website detailing the areas most plagued by crime, 
alongside known criminals in our areas. All convicted 
felons should have their pictures, their basic description 
and felony counts open for public viewing.

2. Child protection

We want to offer better protection for children. There 
have been numerous cases of reported shootings in 
schools, as well as stabbings and other violent crimes. 
In order to minimize the possibilities of such things 
happening again, each school should have a working 
alarm system, a scanner at every entrance, intercoms 
and video cameras equipped with audio recording, as 
well as at least two guards keeping an eye on things 
surrounding them. Classes should not extend into the 
night – especially during winter time, when the days are 
shorter and the nights longer – at the schools located in 
vulnerable locations. Children should also be encoura-
ged to leave in an especially appointed bus that would 
drive them to well-lit, safe locations near their home, if 
not to their actual home.

Ana Ilinca Ilie, Romania 
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Over and above, every public institution should be 
equipped with the above-mentioned safety measures. In 
order for these things to materialize, there should be an 
increase of funds given to the education and justice sys-
tem. Such an increase would be possible if the adults 
could donate part of their income to this cause and, in 
return, have their taxes lowered.

3. Present a better future

We want to give people hope and let them know that a 
brighter future is not only a dream. Many of those who 
venture into the world of crime were once children who 
saw no way out of their crime-infested neighbourhoods. 
For the sake of giving our children a fair chance, each 
school should have scholarships available for promising 
students that cannot afford further education.

A supervisor should be appointed in school to prevent 
bullying and ostracism, another known cause that leads 
to a life of violence. The supervisor should be an objec-
tive person, who can intervene and stop physical brawls 
as well as psychological ones. On this note, a school 
psychologist should be available and counsel young 
children who are confused, angry or lonely and encou-
rage after school activities with others who share their 
interests. These activities should also be supervised and 
guided by an experienced teacher.

4. Consequence simulator

We want to present the outcomes of each and every 
kind of crime, without having to give live examples. 
Finally, if we look deeper into the problem, we find that 
one of the main components of violence and crime 
consists of people who cannot see the consequences 
of their actions.

Criminality is mostly present due to the fact that people 
lack something. Instead of going the right way about it, 
they usually make up for that shortage by trying to com-
pensate it in wrong ways. Even if they end up regretting 

it at a later date, the fact is that they do not think about 
the repercussions at the time the crime is committed. In 
order to stop crimes and violence from taking place, we 
must indicate the consequences of the crimes that peo-
ple commit. As a result, we present the Consequence 
Simulator.

The Consequence Simulator is a machine, a computer 
to be found at schools located in vulnerable settings or 
at police stations, which illustrates possible outcomes 
according to our personal information, past decisions, 
who we are, where we live, etc. 

While we do know that our fates constantly change 
and there is no certain future ahead of us, sometimes 
we can predict the most likely outcomes. However, 
we often let ourselves be ruled by our emotions, thus 
making decisions based on our hearts and minds, either 
one being easily corruptible. This leads to a possibility of 
being overruled by greed and other sins, thus leading us 
to commit grave mistakes. If we could have a computer 
giving us complete rational results without any emotions 
involved, we would be able to see the truth and the error 
of our ways before committing unnecessary crimes.

II. European Collaboration

Sovereignty is a key element for every country. Especially 
the inner security builds a principal item of the country’s 
self-determination. For this inner security a system to 
enforce the law is essential. Therefore in the majority of 
cases, European countries hesitate to adapt one system 
of law enforcing a European standard. The conse-
quence: A crossfire of different law enforcement systems 
far away from a European common denominator.

Through the progressive European Single Market in 
the last years new origins of danger developed, so it is 
not further possible to support the sovereignty of each 
country on this note. Rather it is necessary to find a 
common solution to ensure a safe Europe.
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1. Sovereignty: weak point of law enforcement? 

Basically individuality is a very important property, which 
each country should not abandon. Also sovereignty 
seems to be an expression of an individual identity of a 
country. But why is it so important to develop a new so-
lution far away from the individual ones by each country? 
Crime does not stop at borders, but the inner European 
security is not assured by the mosaic of the different 
systems. Only a transnational agency would be able to 
fight efficiently criminality. Such a cross-border agency 
would benefit from sovereignty on all the EU member 
states. Each country makes its own experiences, analy-
ses its own system and learns to discover its own weak 
points and also how to deal with them. Therefore sove-
reignty would not be a weak point of law enforcement, 
rather it would enrich the common agency. 

2. The European Legion of Law Enforcement (ELLE)

Europe should establish a common Legion, which would 
react effectively to security risks. The European Parlia-
ment should decide about ELLE’s action, thus decisions 
concerning the commitment of the Legion could be 
made faster and more efficiently. The ELLE would be 
put together by an international staff reacting in particular 
to central issues of European criminality. For an edu-
cation of the legion at its best the EU could build some 
training-stations based on different European positions. 
Leading for this formation would be the ELLE’s Security 
Council – a council in which special safety delegates 
from all around Europe would elaborate a special training 
programme. Thus ELLE soldiers would learn how to re-
spond to criminality and could be able to support the lo-
cal police through their special international experience. 
Moreover, the national prosecution could more efficiently 
accord warrants of arrest and take of evidence.

III. Violence at the top

1. Reduce “legal crimes”
  
“Legal crimes” are the embodiments of the acts of war 
that governments execute following their own interests. 
Sometimes these crimes happen without the knowledge 
of the people who support the governments. The popu-
lation chooses its leaders according to their promises 
and does its best to support their ideas. However, some 
politicians’ promises are sometimes just a way to be (re)
elected. After that happens, they stop supporting the 
causes they once promoted.

For this reason, people should elect politicians accor-
ding to their acts, not to theirs words. They therefore 
really should try to keep in mind what politicians did in 

the past. We also want that people choose their leaders 
without letting feelings towards one political party sway 
their decision. Every person who votes should consider 
the future of his country, without paying attention solely 
to his own needs and wants.

Another aspect that could help prevent “legal crimes” is 
a government’s transparency. A government should not 
wheel and deal behind people’s backs. A government 
should explain clearly its operations, its goals and the 
steps it takes, without leaving a grey area as to what is 
being smuggled into the country or what the collected 
taxes are for. To help to avoid this kind of situation, the 
opposition parties should be able to criticize the leading 
party’s decisions without insulting them. Moreover, they 
should do so in a constructive manner.
If a government does not do any of the above-menti-
oned steps, it means that our money is being wrongfully 
stolen by our government, in order to do shady business 
such as “legal crimes”.

2. Fairer elections

To be able to maintain the best possible justice, we first 
need to reorganize the election of the political parties in 
Europe. Elections are essential for the stability and the 
democracy of a country. 

In our opinion, we need to make these elections trans-
parent, that is to say that everybody’s intentions must be 
comprehensible. For example, when someone’s opinion 
is different from what they are showing, it can genera-
te problems such as wrong evaluation of a country’s 
political opinion, not being able to see the real problems 
behind things and not being able to vote independently 
from other people’s opinions. 

To prevent these problems, we can make elections wide 
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open to everyone which means that counting should 
not be done indoors; it should be open to everyone. We 
should also set up minor but progressive punishments 
against people who do not vote. For example, it could 
start with a fine and end to a prison term. After all, not 
voting is a crime against the people of any country.

3. Crime and Religion

Some religious branches teach that men are superior 
to women or they affirm that some races are superior to 
others. This is how crime and violence, bred from intole-
rance and hatred, are born from something that should 
always be pure and simple – religion. 

To put an end to this situation, each school should have 
at least one hour-long course that presents other types 
of religions, the history behind it, giving examples of ac-
complished people who belong to these religions. There 
should also be a special channel on TV that brings forth 
different types of religions and explains them to the ge-
neral public. That way, we will stop being intolerant. We 
will stop pushing people who have different beliefs into 
a corner. And, most important of all, we accept the fact 
that no one is the same.
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Energy

It has not been a long time since we started to produce artificial energy. But during this little amount 
of time, humanity has made impressive progress, sometimes to its own detriment. And this is our 
current problem: How to produce and use energy without threatening our society?

I. Light, source of saving:

The day will come when fossil burnings, that is to say 
oil, gas and carbon, will have vanished. In order to avoid 
any deficiency in the future, we have to rethink the way 
we gain and consume energy in the present. Europe 
needs to concentrate on possible ways to save energy 
by reducing the amount of light needed. Artificial light is 
one of the major purposes electricity is used for. Thus, 
there are several ways to diminish the consumption 
throughout Europe.

1. Supporting LED-technology

The European Union already has prohibited conventional 
light bulbs as the amount of energy they waste is too 
high. But for experts, energy-efficient lamps only are an 
interim solution. For them, LED-technology is the future. 
LED-lights need even less energy than their forerunners 
and give light for up to 25,000 hours, which is about 
three years. Apart from that, the color of the light they 
emit is similar to the one of conventional bulbs, so 
nostalgic people can arrange with them, too. The only 
obstacle that still exists is the price. Brand products cost 
up to 40 euro and more. 

We believe that the European Union should support 
LED-technology financially so that the prices would 
decline and LED-lights would become more attractive 
for consumers. This campaign should be accompanied 
by convincing advertisements that clearly demonstrate 
the advantages of LED-lights. People should be made 
aware of the striking fact: If they spend more money 
once, they will save a considerable amount of energy 
and money on the long term.

2. Dimming lights at night

Not only private people and companies have to con-
sume energy reasonably. Municipalities have to meet 
their responsibilities, too. Street lamps guarantee light 
at night. But in less frequented areas of a town, full illu-
mination throughout the entire night is often not neces-
sary. This does not mean that all street lights should be 
switched off, as they are indispensable for the feeling of 
safety of the people on the streets. 

Nevertheless, we think that one should switch on only 
every second light at night; it would be a good start and 
would already lead to a reduction of 50 % of energy 
costs. Dorfen, a town in Upper Bavaria with 14,000 
inhabitants, has already realized a similar project. The 
local authorities installed a certain dimmer which makes 
it possible to reduce the intensity of the lights at night. 
Thus, the town can save 140,000 kWh a year, which 
means 50.4 t less CO2-emissions and around 23,000 
euro expenses saved. According to the municipality’s 
calculation, the costs for the rigging of the street lights 
are refinanced within three and a half years. 

If the European Union set a correspondent directive for 
the reduction of street illumination, municipalities would 
be forced to save energy and could, in addition, save 
money. If they were forced to install dimmers or energy-
efficient lamps, they could immediately save energy. 
Money would be saved on the long term as soon as all 
expenses are refinanced.

3. Switching off illuminated advertisement at night

Even less necessary than fully illuminated street lamps 
are lighted advertisement boards at night. Hardly any 
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people are reached by it at that time of the day. The 
prestige that such advertisements express must not 
range higher than the amount of energy that is wasted 
therefor. 

In order to avoid this dissipation, companies should be 
obliged by the European Union to switch off all electronic 
advertisement for several hours at night. A possible pe-
riod to realize this could be from 11 pm to 6 am (This is 
roughly the time of the German “Nachtruhe”, which lasts 
from 10 pm to 6 am). This prescription can, of course, 
also be extended to lights in shops, which may either be 
advertisements or ordinary illumination. At that point, it 
has to be clarified that this suggestions does not include 
emergency lights. These have to be powered up at any 
time of the day in order to guarantee safety and help for 
people in danger.

II. Introducing algae biofuels

In times when the demand for energy is steadily in-
creasing whereas supplies of non-renewable fuels are 
diminishing worldwide, algal biofuels might be a potential 
solution to the global energy problems. Their many ad-
vantages – including a high yield, environmental neut-
rality and no impact on food prices – have attracted the 
attention of scientists and corporations who are trying to 
make this relatively new technology commercially viable 
and more popular. Whether the European Union will 
have the foresight to further invest in algae fuels, thus 
securing its position as a global leader in sustainable 
energy production, remains to be seen.

1. About the technology

Availability and affordability of petroleum products as well 
as insufficient concern for the environment have been 
among the reasons for the lack of interest in algaculture. 
Following the recent food and energy crises, howe-
ver, algae fuels have started to gain popularity in many 
countries. 

The technological process itself focuses on the cultiva-
tion of microalgae, which are grown in special photo-
bioreactors or open-pond systems. When exposed to 
sunlight, the microalgae photosynthesize valuable car-
bohydrates and produce lipids, which are extracted and 
converted into bioethanol and biodiesel respectively. The 
biofuels can be directly implemented in already existing 
vehicle engines and the residual biomass can then be 
utilized as animal feedstock or as soil fertilizer.

2. Reasons to adopt algal biofuels

•  Fast growth and proliferation: Microalgae grow and 
proliferate 20 to 30 times faster than any conventio-
nal crop (corn, rapeseed, etc.). They have a har-
vesting cycle of 1–10 days and can produce up to 
300 times more oil per unit area, which means that 
they are the most efficient and productive source of 
bioenergy known.

•  Energy storage: In comparison with other forms of 
renewable energy (wind, tidal, solar), liquid biofu-
els allow solar energy to be stored, and also to be 
used directly in existing transport infrastructure. This 
would eliminate the need to produce new electric 
cars, whose viability is still dubious due to the short 
lifespan of their batteries.

•  Minimization of waste and carbon neutrality: Similarly 
to fossil fuels, algae biofuels emit carbon dioxide 
when combusted. However, unlike them, they ab-
sorb atmospheric CO2 during photosynthesis. This 
means that on balance they have zero net impact on 
the carbon cycle, or in other words, they are carbon 
neutral. Furthermore, there is practically no waste 
generated during the production process since the 
entire residue can be utilized as a potential resource.

•  Fewer environmental risks: In contrast to nuclear and 
thermal power stations, algae farms pose no risk 
whatsoever to the environment or the local populati-
on as they make use of a completely harmless tech-
nology. Due to recent disasters in the nuclear energy 
sector, safety has become a top priority nowadays, 
making this argument especially valid.

•  No competition with food production: First-generation 
biofuels (such as bioethanol from corn) divert farmland 
and/or crops from food supply to fuel production, 
which results in food price inflation on a global scale 
(“food vs. fuel” dilemma). Microalgae are not used as 
a food source and do not compete for arable land 
with food crops as they can be grown on marginal 
land unsuitable for agriculture. While 842 million peo-
ple (roughly one in eight) suffer from chronic hunger, 
this argument deserves serious consideration.
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•  Less dependence on import: Currently, the Euro-
pean Union is greatly dependent on energy imports, 
particularly of oil and gas, which is a potential risk 
to the security of the population. Microalgal-derived 
biofuels will not only reduce the EU’s dependence 
on imported fossil fuels but also enhance regional 
economy by creating job opportunities for highly 
qualified experts as well as for local residents.

3. Challenges and prospects

One of the main arguments against algal biofuels is that 
they are still too expensive and therefore commercially 
unviable at an industrial scale. 

As a result, we want the EU to lead further and con-
sistent research in order to improve the technology. It 
would be for example essential concerning the choice 
of algal strain. Indeed, there are an estimated 300,000 
algal species and discovering the most efficient strain 
would be a major challenge. Scientists are in search of 
a combination of high lipid-content and fast growth-rate 
which should not be too difficult to harvest. Genetic 
engineering may help create what would be an optimally 
efficient strain. The process is laborious and expensive 
but investments in this direction are worthwhile. 

In order to optimize the process, additional details con-
cerning the technological process must be taken into 
consideration. For instance, which is the optimal method 
to supply nutrients and CO2 to the culture? How to 
avoid contamination by adventitious organisms? How to 
utilize the co-products in the most efficient way? Once 
we find these answers, we will be able to establish a 
commercially viable and sustainable source of energy.
The European Union, as a regulatory organization, 
should continue to support and invest in algae biofuels 
research, and also create financial incentives to encou-
rage small-scale algae farming.

III. Cut off coal and encourage gas use

Coal is the least expensive fossil fuel available, at less 
than 4 euro per Gigajoule (GJ) of energy; unfortunately, 
it also is the one which releases the most greenhouse 
gases when combusted. While the European Union 
has strong environmental aspirations, coal usage in 
European electricity production has been rising by 50 % 
annually, a fact backed up by Anne-Sophie Corbeau of 
the International Energy Agency in her quote: “We have 
some kind of golden age of coal”1. This contradiction 
between political aspirations and business reality must 
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be solved; before 2030, when renewable energies 
should finally have a major share in the energy mix, the 
EU should therefore enact policies to limit coal usage, 
which would improve both environmental performance 
and public perception. 

In 2011, gas was priced at around 7 € per GJ. It has 
been reported by the energy industry that gas plants 
are currently struggling: these plants have trouble being 
economically viable against coal plants that are the che-
aper to operate. It is a shame that while gas-powered 
infrastructures exist, the initial investment having been 
done, they now face the risk of going bankrupt, deterring 
further investment in gas against coal. Measures must 
therefore be taken to increase coal prices and to reduce 
its use. To this end, different ways can be considered.

1. Put a higher tax on coal

The EU Emission Transfer System (ETS) is designed to 
lower the overall carbon emissions by the industry. It 
could be used to put coal plants at a disadvantage by 
lowering emission caps for high CO2-emitting coal-
based utilities; the ETS has often been criticised for 
being overly generous with emissions caps, leading to 
cheap carbon prices: increasing prices will also reinforce 
the politicians’ “environmental policy” credibility. 
In addition to that, implementing a tax on Nitrogen 
Oxides (NOx) emissions could be another alternative 
to reduce coal use, or at least to encourage the deve-
lopment of “clean coal” technologies such as Carbon 
Capture and Storage.

2. Increase gas import capabilities 

It is often considered that coal has more stable supply 
than natural gas, which is mainly imported from Russia. 
This has already led to crisis situations in Eastern Europe 
during winter 2008. 

Increasing gas import capabilities by investing in expen-
sive pipelines or liquid natural gas (LNG) installations are 
an intriguing option, as these would open up the regional 
gas market to the world, driving prices down.

3. Increase local gas production 

Another solution would be an increase in local gas 
production: for example, new hydrocarbon fields have 
recently been found in the Mediterranean Sea, explo-
ration campaigns are ongoing in the North Sea, and a 
few countries have begun to explore for hydrocarbons 
in their overseas territories. These spark hopes that 
other discoveries may be made to supply the European 
Union. Recent conventional gas discoveries thus might 
drive further gas use over coal.

Unconventional gas might also change the energy 
picture: hydraulic fracturing to commercially exploit shale 
gas resources, if executed correctly under sufficient sa-
fety and environmental standards, could effectively start 
a “shale gas revolution” in the EU comparable to the one 
experienced in the United States these last few years, if 
the resources are sufficient.

The EU has currently no common policy on shale 
gas use. It is urgent to clarify whether unconventional 
resources can be accounted on in energy development 
policies, which would define future investment policies.

1 The Economist, Jan 5th 2013
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Security

Security is one of the main reasons to be in favour of the European Union. Besides all the progress 
that has been made since its establishment, there still are some problems to solve and improve-
ments to be made. We therefore ask for the enhancement of European collaboration on collective 
security measures, the protection of the LGBT community and the end of nuclear energy.

I. Enhance European collaboration

Europe’s importance on the political, economic and 
social scene has made it one of the leading powers in 
the world. Because of this, its security has been targe-
ted ever since. The European Union’s main job now is to 
adapt to the constantly changing world and to maintain, 
in terms of security, a “status-quo” which will make the 
citizens feel at ease and satisfied with the way the EU 
works.

1. Signing all countries into Schengen

The Schengen Agreement’s results have shown the 
economic, cultural and social benefits of free trade and 
the movement of people. Moreover, tourists have risen 
in numbers due to less difficult procedures for travelling 
to a greater number of countries.

We therefore want to pursue the non-member states 
of Europe to be part of Schengen by 2030. This would 
help to enforce a common policy and also would lead 
to the annulation of borders between countries and the 
creation of one large exterior border. Theoretically one 
border is easier to manage and defend than a couple 
of them. This way everything and everyone that comes 
into Europe will go through stricter control protocols, but 
once they are in, access through the continent would be 
easier. 

2. Europe’s online information service

Intellectual property stealing, personal information 
smuggling and even illegal shopping have caused quite 

a stir in the last years. This happened due to the lack of 
an online information service. 

We want an organization to be created with the purpose 
of maintaining the order in cyberspace. For example, 
each country in Europe has a different policy towards 
drug use, ownership and growth. For example, if a 
Dutch website is legally selling a variety of drugs, accep-
ted by the country’s laws and if their aim is profit and not 
anything else, they will not thoroughly check their custo-
mers, making it easy for any citizen in Europe to shop for 
them, despite the varied legislations. An online security 
service could help investigate the matter further and take 
legal actions, if needed. 

3. European Defence Agency

A body of law has proven not to be enough to merge all 
of Europe, even less to assure the security of Europe. A 
Defence Agency to which every country part of Schen-
gen would contribute, through its common purposes as 
well as through its cultural multi-perspective and special 
attributed laws (for jurisdiction problems), should be 
created. We believe it would be able to assure an enor-
mous support for Europe’s security. Often, one of the 
most crucial issues is the lack of cooperation between 
governmental institutions pertaining of different countries 
(for example UK’s decision of not signing the Schengen 
Agreement because of its wish to protect their borders 
by themselves). 

Organized crime, one of the most significant issues of 
Europe, troubles the police by acting on an international 
level, making it difficult for a national agency to follow 
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through with their investigation. A European Defence 
Agency would prevent this from happening.

II. Protect the LGBT community in Europe

We believe that to make Europe a better place to live in 
and make people feel secure and “European”, people 
should be able to be with whoever they want, legally and 
officially, or to adopt a child if they want to create a family 
without having to suffer consequences from people who 
do not agree with their choices. According to the Euro-
pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, a quarter of 
the 93,000 members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) community in Europe were victim of 
homophobic attacks, at least once.
The question is: What can we do to prevent these 
attacks (both physical and moral) and, in the future, 
make them stop completely and assure the safety and 
well-being of the LGBT community? 

1. A more severe justice 

In some countries, mainly ex-communist ones, people 
and most of the time the government, are not really ope-
ned to the subject of sexuality. For example, in Russia 
(Eastern Europe), President Vladimir Putin declared a 
ban on “Gay Propaganda” in order to try to break down 
the ever-growing LGBT movement fighting for Gay 
Rights in the country; making it illegal for this community 
to defend and promote their rights. People who are still 
fighting for this cause, regardless of law enforcement, 
would be facing fines and deportation (for strangers), 
detention or even, for the media in particular, interdiction 
to publish anything for some period of time.

We should do just the same against homophobia. Too 
often attacks against the LGBT community are kept 
quiet. The law needs to be changed and people who 
are guilty of attacking the gay community have to be 
punished severely; homophobic declarations should 
be punished with fines and public apologies, whereas 

homophobic aggressions should lead to jail. 
 
2. One main goal: full equality

We have observed that even if some European coun-
tries are really open-minded about full equality regard-
less of gender or sexual orientation and have instituted it 
over the years, some others do not always react well to 
the changes that such a law about same sex marriage 
would bring. Indeed, same sex marriage would allow 
same sex couple to adopt children legally, an adoption 
which stays the main topic of disagreement. 
The solution here is not to try and create a special status 
for gay couples or special rights for gay people in the dif-
ferent European countries. The endgame should be full 
equality between people regardless of their sexual orien-
tation. The same laws should apply to every European 
citizen throughout Europe because these differences of 
legal status are making life very difficult and dangerous in 
some countries in Europe for the members of the LGBT 
community.

3. Educate young people

These issues are even entering schools and education 
boards in some places; intolerance is developing in 
children’s and students’ minds and some sort of “law 
of silence” is establishing: people do not talk about this 
issue, teachers are closely supervised and are told what 
they can and cannot teach or tell their students about 
homosexuality and fights for Gay Rights and, those who 
do not follow the “silent rules” are shunned, or ridiculed 
publicly. 

We believe it is essential to teach children and students 
about these issues and to make them reflect on it be-
cause young people are the future of Europe and, the 
students and children of today will be the law-makers of 
tomorrow so they really need to know the importance of 
these fights for gay rights and the mistreatments that this 
community is subjected to in Europe, so they can do 
something about it later and try and shake things up.
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Even if the majority of European countries are at least 
respecting gay rights, the issue is far from being solved 
and still presents a huge challenge if we want Europe to 
improve in future years.

III. End the use of nuclear energy

Nuclear fission has been used as a power source 
since the 1950s. Hailed as solution for the problems 
that resulted from the increasing energy needs of the 
industrialized countries, it soon showed some significant 
disadvantages.

Starting with an incident at the nuclear power plant of 
Harrisburg in the US and in the following years especially 
by the disaster of the nuclear power plant Fukushima in 
Japan, the “miracle solution” to all energy issues showed 
its deadly potential. The devastating after-effects of 
the Fukushima accident in Japan will be visible slowly, 
gradually. In all probability, the radioactively contaminated 
water, exiting the plant, will get involved into the food 
chain and thus harm millions, if not billions of humans 
permanently and for generations.
Another problem of nuclear energy is the storage and 

disposal of radioactive fuel rods. To this day for instance, 
the Federal Republic of Germany has not managed 
finding a suitable final storage place for the highly toxic 
waste.

1. We need to stop the big companies’ greed

It is the energy companies’ pursuit of profit that slows 
down the reconsideration of alternative energy resources 
in Europe and the world. Technically the change would 
be possible without any problems. Though, it means 
high expenses for the operators of the nuclear power 
plants. In 2008 renewable energy covered about 16.7 % 
of the European gross electricity consumption, whilst the 
amount of atomic energy was at about 31 %. 
This needs to be changed. Atomic energy is a transitio-
nal solution; only renewable ways of generating electrici-
ty can be used permanently.

2. Threat for Europe

Atomic energy means a permanent threat, not only for 
the countries using it, but also for their neighbours. In 
case of a major incident in the nuclear power plant of 
Temelín in the Czech Republic, which is being watched 
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with special concern due to the many incidents that 
have happened there, not only the Czech Republic, but 
also Germany and Austria would be threatened. Accord-
ing to a study commissioned by the Land of Oberöster-
reich the contamination with Cesium-137 within an  
area of 100 km around the power plant is very likely. 
The fallout would not only affect big parts of the Czech 
Republic, but also many areas in Austria and Germany.
The German concept of stopping the use of nuclear 
energy by 2022 should be taken as an example to all 
European states – with the difference that it has to be 
done until the year 2030, so nobody will have to be in a 
hurry. Stopping the use of nuclear power plants would 
be technically possible soon, if not already.

3. We should increase the tax on nuclear energy

Especially the big energy providers, but also the govern-
ments of the European states are responsible of a quick 
exit from atomic energies. In case the companies refuse, 
the government of the related country should increase 
the nuclear tax, so the energy concept becomes unat-
tractive and unprofitable. The countries themselves are 
safe from any legal consequences for any of their decisi-
ons in order to reduce the amount of atomic energy. 

4. People must be prepared for the worst case

Another important step is an annual disaster training 
for all people living in an area 100 km around a nuclear 
power plant. Every person must know how to act in 
case of an accident as well as storing iodine tablets for 
preventive use has to be compulsory.

Of course, alternate energy concepts must be more 
subsidized. For the future, we must keep one thing in 
mind: No economic miracle, no wealth will be worth 
anything in case of an atomic disaster. Exiting from ato-
mic energy is essential for all of our future.
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Summary 

In order to improve human rights in Europe, 
we want that the Internet stops interfering in 
people’s private lives; that all European coun-
tries have a stronger and efficient social sys-
tem; and that all citizens fully benefit from the 
freedom of press, which is unfortunately not 
always the case yet.

We want to make culture more accessible by 
organizing cultural trips throughout Europe; to 
give to it a younger face by helping young ar-
tists to emerge; and to make it more attractive 
by giving a new look to museums.

Europe needs to get an education system 
which is more adapted to our times; it also 
needs to offer more Europe-oriented courses; 
finally, more and better online courses have 
to be developed for people who do not have 
access to education and consider education 
as a life-long process.

To reduce youth unemployment and to close 
the generation gap, we have to adapt the cur-
rent European system to potential young and 
senior workers; we have to fight gender discri-
mination by giving everybody the same rights; 
moreover, we can improve the job market by 
helping new businesses.

We can do more to protect the environment by 
building more sustainable and greener cities, 
by improving our recycling programmes as 

well as by pushing schools to show and teach 
good environment-friendly practices.

It is our duty to give stronger rights to immig-
rants who arrive in Europe, to strengthen our 
efforts to integrate the ones who stay on our 
continent, to help others to go back to their 
native countries, and, generally, to make immi-
gration become a chance, not a problem.

If we want a better future for Europe, we 
should improve communication by developing 
one common language (preserving diversity at 
the same time), teaching of existing languages, 
and organizing more language exchanges.

To reduce violence and crimes in Europe, we 
need to protect young people, to intensify Eu-
ropean collaboration against crime, and to try 
to reduce legal violence exercised by govern-
ments.

In order to solve our current energy production 
issue, we want Europe to reduce its energy 
consumption, as well as to use cleaner and 
more sustainable energies such as algae and 
gaz.

Finally, to ensure security on our continent, 
the European states should collaborate more 
closely; we should better protect the LGBT 
community, and we need to reduce nuclear 
risks as much as possible.
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About “My Europe”

The initiative “My Europe” was officially launched by Prof. Manfred Pohl (Founder, 
Frankfurter Zukunftsrat) and Viviane Reding (Vice-President of the European Commis-
sion) at the European Parliament in September 2011. In order to foster awareness, 
critical thinking and a sense of collective responsibility, “My Europe” brings together 
students, political figures, business leaders, academics and media representatives 
in a unique series of workshops all over Europe. So far, “My Europe” has set up 11 

workshops in 10 European countries (Austria, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, 
Poland, Romania, Switzerland, Turkey) and is going to visit 30 countries in total. A 

strong network of students, academics, politicians, business leaders and journalists 
evolves with an increasing number of workshops taking place throughout Europe. 

Subsequent intercultural and cross-generational dialogue between these five groups 
is maintained through the network.

For more information: www.my-europe.org 

About the Frankfurter Zukunftsrat 

Founded in 2008, the Frankfurter Zukunftsrat (future think tank) is a consortium of 
well-known public figures and academics. This nonprofit and innovative think tank ad-
vocates a sustainable economy, society and politics in Germany and Europe. Against 
this background, it develops comprehensive and long-term concepts in the fields of 
Global Change, Economics and Politics, Communication and the Media, Ageing and 

Health, as well as Education.

 For more information: www.frankfurter-zukunftsrat.de



Contact

Frankfurter Zukunftsrat e.V.
Geleitsstr. 14
60599 Frankfurt
Germany

Phone: +49 69 713 731 0
Fax: +49 69 713 731 22
Mail: info@frankfurter-zukunftsrat.de

www.frankfurter-zukunftsrat.de

www.my-europe.org
www.facebook.com/MyEuropeInitiative 


